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February 28, 2022 
 
Dear Parents & Staff, 
 
At our Board of Education meeting on February 24, 2022, our annual curriculum report was 
presented.  I want to thank Mrs. Zirpoli, department heads, teachers, and especially our 
students for their time and efforts in preparing for this special event.  It was a wonderful evening 
to come together as a school community to witness our students’ classroom experience.  Our 
teachers have embraced our new initiatives, and our students have benefited from the 
opportunities that they have been afforded.  I am grateful for the support that the community has 
provided us with our Think Tank 2.0 vision, and I could not be prouder of our students for their 
engagement in our curricula.  If you have not had the opportunity to watch the presentation, 
please take some time to see what is happening in our schools here. 
 
As we approach March 7th next week, I want to provide our school community with an update 
on the next steps in our journey through COVID-19.  As a District, we have reviewed the 
updated guidance from the Department of Health.  Additionally, I had the opportunity on Friday 
to hear directly from the Commissioners of Health and Education on this matter.  As always, we 
take these matters very seriously, and make decisions with a balanced approach, while focusing 
on our guiding principles.  We recognize that everyone in our school community may not always 
agree on a decision at a particular moment, but we value all of our constituents’ needs. 
 
In listening to our State Commissioners on Friday, they shared the following sentiments:  we 
must learn to live with COVID-19; we encourage vaccination and testing; schools should 
continue to work with their local health departments and nurses on decision-making; we must 
continue in-person learning; our current situation is much better than in the past; and, we can 
loosen our mitigation strategies while monitoring our community’s health.   
 
These sentiments are also shared by the District, and we strongly encourage our students and 
staff to be “up to date” with their vaccines.  Please note that our Friday newsletters will continue 
to share with you upcoming vaccine clinics sponsored by the Westfield Department of Health. 
 
In terms of vaccination, our New Providence rates as of February 24, 2022, which were 
provided to me by the Westfield Department of Health, are as follows: 
 

5-11 year-olds with at least one dose:  63% 
12-17 year-olds with at least one dose:  78% 
63% of residents who are eligible for a booster dose have received one. 

 
NP Booster Rates: Age/ Percentage 

 
12-15: 24%  50-64: 69% 
16-17: 43%  65-79: 78% 
18-29: 53%  80+: 61% 
30-49: 65% 
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In terms of our staff, more than 95% of our staff have been vaccinated, and those who are not 
vaccinated will continue to be tested once per week. 
 
In addition, our attendance rates have been typical for this time of year at all four schools.  The 
number of student and staff cases has diminished from our spike in January, and the number of 
students who are currently on quarantine is limited.  As of February 24, 2022, there were 7 
students who were on quarantine in the District out of 2,323 total students, or 0.30%. 
 
Beginning March 7, 2022, there are no health-related requirements in the new NJ Department of 
Health guidelines.  The new guidance provides recommendations, some more strongly 
encouraged than others by the NJ Department of Health. 
 
As a result of our review of the recommendations, coupled with vaccination numbers in New 
Providence, and improved health conditions around the state (CALI scores), the following 
recommendations will be implemented on March 7, 2022: 
 

1. Masks will be optional.  For those staff members and students who wish to continue to 
wear a mask, they may do so accordingly.  There will be no tolerance for individuals who 
make other individuals feel uncomfortable for wearing, or not wearing, a mask.  Swift 
discipline will be imposed.   
 

2. Please note that the Department of Health strongly encourages parents to make 
individual decisions for their children on the wearing of masks.  Immunocompromised 
individuals are strongly recommended to wear a mask.  If there is an 
immunocompromised member of the family in the home, individuals are strongly 
recommended to wear a mask.  Additionally, if you are concerned about disease 
transmission, or not “up to date” on your COVID-19 vaccines, or live with someone who 
is not “up to date” on COVID-19 vaccines, you are encouraged to wear a mask. 

 
3. “Up to date” replaces the term fully vaccinated, which means having completed the 

series of all eligible vaccines, including boosters. 
 

4. Masks are recommended, but optional by all staff and students on school buses.  This is 
a new change to the federal requirement.    

 
5. Students and staff who become sick while at school are asked to wear a mask in the 

building.  All students and staff must wear a mask while in the nurse’s office. 
 

6. Our current isolation and quarantine guidelines will remain in effect.  Please see the 
District 1/21/22 letter.  Please note the following additional recommendation: 
 
If you are “up to date” with your vaccines, and you are deemed a close contact, we 
strongly recommend that you wear a mask through day 10 in school and at school 
activities.  

 
7. Contact tracing will remain in effect.  Please note that the prior school-based exception 

will no longer be in effect in the absence of a student wearing a mask.  Therefore, 
anyone not up to date, within 6 feet of an individual who tests positive, for 15 or more 
minutes, will be deemed as a close contact and need to quarantine. 

 
8. Unvaccinated staff will continue to be tested each week. 

 
A common question that has been raised by community members, which has been addressed 
by the guidance and further discussed in my meeting on Friday, is the criteria or metric that 
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would be used to require students and staff to wear a mask again.  The following has been 
recommended: 
 

1. During Periods of Elevated Community Transmission:  COVID-19 Activity Level Index 
(CALI) scores would be used to help guide mask wearing.  Orange: schools should 
strongly consider, and Red: schools should require masks.  Please note that these are 
regional scores.  The District will work closely with our school nurses, our borough 
nurse, and the Westfield Department of Health to determine when and to what extent 
masking will be required in a classroom, in a school, or in the District. 
 

2. During an Active Outbreak:  Dialog with the Westfield Department of Health will 
determine whether an active outbreak has occurred, and to what degree masking will be 
necessary. 

 
3. Upon Returning from Isolation and Quarantine:  please see the District 1/21/22 letter. 

 
4. When illness occurs in school. 

 
In my meeting with the Commissioners on Friday, this important question was discussed further 
by the Department of Health.  They indicated that universal mandatory masking does not 
appear imminent at this time.  Factors that would be considered in making this decision at the 
State level would include: CALI scores across the state, hospitalization rates, new variants, new 
data, and an Executive Order from the Governor.  No one specific measure will be used, and it 
will likely be a multi-variable decision.  They indicated that our knowledge will continue to evolve 
based on more clinical trials and new evidence that becomes available. 
 
Another key question answered by the Department of Health was related to the continuance of 
contact tracing.  The DOH indicated that contact tracing is a basic public health activity that will 
likely remain at this time. 
 
In closing, I want to thank all of our school community constituents for their vigilance and 
compliance with the many regulations over the past three school years.  Your efforts have 
allowed the District to remain open every day, and afford as many in-person learning 
opportunities as possible for our students.  We have pivoted many times, and will continue to do 
so in order to ensure the safety of all of our students and staff as we continue to navigate our 
way through COVID-19.  Hopefully, we are at the end of the pandemic, and as the 
Commissioner of Health indicated on Friday, “we have to learn to live with COVID-19.” 
 
If you have any questions related to Contact Tracing, Isolation or Quarantine, please feel free to 
contact your school’s nurse for additional details. 
 
Thank you again for all of your support! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
David M. Miceli, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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